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Historic cemetery
getting new life
Continued from A1 .
sparked the interest and ac-

. tion by a group of preserva-
tionists, who are researching
the long-neglected burial
grounds and restoring the
headstones.

The' Easton Cemetery
Committee has enlisted the
help of state legislators; de-
scendents of those buried in
the old graveyards, officials
from other cemeteries in the
region and, just a few weeks
ago, State Archaeologist
Nicholas F. Bellantoni.

Members have spent hun-
dreds of hours of their own
time over the past few years
scouring documents here and
in nearby communities,
where records may indicate
burial plot owners and occu-
pants.

"It's been a tremendous
undertaking, and this com-
.mittee has been working hard

, to help determine ownership
and maintenance of these
sites," said Town Clerk Derek

. Buckley, the committee chair-
man.

"A lot of hard work and
enthusiasm has gone into
this effort for the purpose of
preserving history," Buckley.
said.

During a recent commit-
tee walking tour of Center
Street Cemetery, which has
been the focal' point of the
committee's efforts, members

" reviewed maps and documen-
tation against the weathered,
and in some cases, destroyed
gravestones. They praised
the recent cleanup of the site
by town public works crews,
who removed trees, cleared
brush and planted grass to
make the grounds accessible.

"In terms of our research,
-, we found that this cemetery

was not a town cemetery, as-
sociation-run cemetery or
church-run cemetery. It was,
in fact, a business endeavor
of owners Wakeman Hill and
Miles Bradley beginning in
1860 and ending; presumably,
when their descendents sold
all the 18-foot-square family
burial lots available," said
member Lisa Burghardt, a
town resident, who has

worked on researching many
records about the site.

Buckley said state Sen.
John McKinney, R-Fairfield,
and state Rep. John Stripp, R-
Weston, are helping to settle.
the ownership issues of these
sites through a provision in a
state bill concerning revi-
sions to public health stat-
utes, allowing municipalities

. to take over abandoned, ceme-
teries if legal actions to de-
termine owners are unsuc-
cessful. ,

Bellantoni, following a re-
cent presentation on the pres-
ervation effort, praised the
committee for its comprehen- ,
sive effort to trace the history
of the graveyard's ownership
and to document the number
of burial plots and the names
of those buried there. It-is no
small task considering the
typical lack of burial records
- some kept by individual
families, some by long-gone
cemetery sextons and some
lost to fire and other disas-
ters.

Bellantoni said he would
help the committee with any
networking efforts as it seeks
state, federal and other possi-
ble funding sources to assist
its effort. He suggested that
once ownership issues are
certain, the town should con-
sider whether the sites could
be added to the State Register
ofHistoric Places. .

Of special concern to com-
mittee members is finding
out who is buried in the un-
marked paupers' graves in a
section of Center Street Cem-
etery, and where the actual
plots are located. Town se-
Iectmen's reports state the
municipality's payment of
bills to bury indigent resi-
dents in the cemetery, but the
number of names able to be
documented does not equate

, to the plots found:
Ground penetration radar

testing was conducted on
some of the eight lots in the
town-owned portion of Cen-
ter Street by James Mellett,
president of Subsurface Con-
sulting Ltd. of New Fairfield.
Some of the GPR fmdings are
marked by rows of small, yel-

low flags,
Committee members hope

to have Mellett return to doc-
ument presumed burial plots
in the remainder of the town
section.

"Once we had GPR evi-
dence of the buri8J. plots, and
could reconcile that with
what burial records we could
find, it was fascinating open-
ing that door of information.
We hope to learn more in the
next.phase," said committee
member Terry Roach, of
Fairfield, whose wife, Gloria,
has hand-labeled maps with
names of the people they
have linked to plots.

Helping with research are
, members Pat Hickey..of Red-
ding, and Cheryl Norton, Bob
Bloom, Joan Kirk and Jim
Mellon, of Easton, and Mela-
nie Marks, of Fairfield.
Marks, a genealogist, will as-
sist with possible state filings
and designations;

Buckley estimated $20,000
to $25,000 in town and private
funds have gone into theef-
fort so far, and members hope
linking up with Bellantoni
and other preservation re-
sources will help continue
and bolster their campaign.

Den Road Cemetery, a
mixed racial burial site, is lo-
cated on water company
property, and the committee
is working with it for its pres-
ervation. The restoration of
the Lyon site is being consid-
ered with the help of descen-
dent Mark Lyon, who attends '
committee meetings from his
home in Niantic.

Hailing from his Chica-
go home to participate in
the movement is Jonathan
Fanton, who Buckley said
has a "deep interest in see-
ing our work keep his fami-
ly's historic grave sites pre-
served." Buckley said the
WIllingness of so many in-
terested committee mem-
bers to commit time to the

. work has also led residents
to commit their time and
money to an adopt-a-grave
cleanup campaign. Anoth-
er cleanup day is being con-
sidered for the coming
months.


