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Marks and Others Dig a Little Deeper
BY ALISON WALKLEY

awalkley@bcnnew.com
A resident's personal journey
into Fairfield's past has turned up
some spooky evidence, linking
Melanie Marks' home with a
cemetery she happened upon a
month ago.
What began as one woman's
curiosity
has turned into a
statewide archaeological initiative
to determine the remains of a
Fairfield resident and the identification of who disturbed his grave.
The gravestone
of Abigail
Banks that Marks' found in her
home several months ago started a
chain of events that has led the historian to cemeteries around town.
Recently, she found a grave dug up
on Hemlock Road, the plot having
belonged to the Wakeman family,
one Epaphras Wakemen specifically.
State
Archaeologist
Nick
Bellantoni from the University of
Connecticut took a look at the
grave earlier this month and determined that the vandalism was
more than a year old, the dirt
removed from the grave having
moss growing over it. He opined
that the perpetrator most likely
gave up digging before finding a
coffin; this hypothesis was confirmed yesterday. Upon his second
visit to the site, Bellantoni brought
supplies to dig for samples; as well
as colleague Dave Cooke from
Friends of State Archaeology and
John Spaulding, a photographer
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State Archaeologist Nick Bellantoni measures from the site of a coffin to the approximation of where
the other would be during an examination of a cemetery on Hemlock Road.
from the Connecticut Gravestone
Network. Inspecting the bottom of
the grave, not a foot below the surface, Bellantoni hit a wooden
plank: the coffin of Epaphras
Wakeman.
Others in attendance included
Stephen Stamos, manager of natural resources at Aquarion Water
Co. of Connecticut, the landowner
of the grave site; Betsey Wacker,
Westport archaeologist and member of that town's Historic District
Commission; David Silverglade,
Easton archaeologist, member of

the Easton Cemetery Board and
the Easton Historical Society; red
Swigart, chairman of the board for
the Institute for American Indian
Studies in Washington, D.C., who
has a law enforcement
background;
and
Rob
Wallace,
Fairfield volunteer archaeologist
and Norwalk Community College
Archaeology Club president.
"Nick did several tests today.
He removed soil to have the
archaeologists
in
attendance
screen for any coffin nails," Marks
reported yesterday afternoon. "We

were able to find one in the
process. It was bagged for further
testing. He also did several random core soil tests to determine
how far down the disturbance
went." Evidently, finding skeletal
remains at this point is unlikely
based on the years that have surpassed
since
Epaphras
was
interred.
Bellantoni believes that they
got what they were looking for but
doubts if there were any skeletal
remains. While one bone was
found in the excavation, Bellatoni

opined it belonged to a large animal.
"The coffin was at a depth of 4
feet," said Bellantoni. "It looked
real good. It might have been the
top board. There was layer upon
layer of fill and vegetation ... The
vandals dug all the way through to
a total depth of 5.5 feet. I didn't
find the bottom board. I don't
believe there were any skeletal
remains. It's difficult to see. I'll
test the soil samples for the pH
levels to determine if there are any
human remains. In my opinion, I
think everything
disintegrated.
This most likely occurred between
three and four years ago. We did a
partial filling [of the grave], but it
needs more. Hopefully this won't
happen again."
At this point in time, deep core
samples from various depths have
been bagged to be taken back to
UConn for pH tests. "In doing any
kind of preservation testing of
grave sites, [Bellantoni] said you
would generally find some remnants of wood from the coffin,"
Marks said. "There were not remnants in the samples he tested."
The group backfilled the grave
before vacating the site for the day.
Moving forward, Marks intends to
send Stamos a formal letter asking .
permission to continue the restora-''''
tion of the family cemetery. "Once
he receives the letter, then I will be
issued a permit allowing me to •.
continue
the
work,"
Marks
continued
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